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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 


Aw Introduction is needed to this sermon. The times in which it 
was delivered were peculiar. A knowledge of them is called for. 
The sermon was delivered at two different times, — June 3, 1723, and 
April 4, 1745. The first time before the Artillery Company in Boston, 
for which it was prepared ; the second at the time of the “ Gen. Fast 
on Ac® of ye Expedition Agt Cape Breton.” The likeness between 
these occasions was so great that the author did not change the dis- 
course except in few particulars. These are easily seen. The phrase 
“the present Expedition” evidently refers to the latter date, since 
there was no special departure of troops in the summer of 1723. But 
we have thought to copy and edit the discourse as it is, putting in all 
the side-notes and references, and making it verbatim et literati. 

The peace of 1713 was not fully observed by the French and Indians 
towards the English. The annual raids against the settlers stil] kept 
up an uneasy spirit in the Provinces. The patience of the English 
was well-nigh exhausted. In the winter of 1722-3, arrangements were 
made for a vigorous prosecution of war. .Col. Westbrook was in 
command of the eastern forces. The. Jesuitical settlement at Nor- 
ridgewock was the source of trouble. Its influence was strong, and 
many were the endeayors to put an end to it. The dense forests, the 
difficulties of provisioning an army, the hardships to be endured, the 
snows of winter and the freshets of spring, all were against the Pro- 
vincial army. A deserted village some thirty miles from Fort St. 
George, Brunswick, of about twenty houses, with a fort, the friars’ 
house and the chape? were destroyed by Col. Westbrook this same 
spring, aside from which the campaign was almost fruitless. Dis- 
couragement was on every side, as this expedition, upon which all 
looked for greater victories, returned to their homes. The campaign 
of the following year resulted in the destruction of Norridgewock, the 
death of Priest Rale, and the scattering of the allied foes. 

In the spring of 1745, twenty-two years later, the war was farther 
away. Louisburg, Cape Breton, was the scene of trouble. Some 3,000 
men had been authorized by the Provincial Council, and made an ex- 
pedition, —at that time the greatest known in America,—and the 
capture of Louisburg the summer following was hailed as a victory 
of great importance and gave rejoicing to all the Provinces. 
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Through all the Indian trouble of fourscore years there was a 
constant demand for a militia, and for soldiers to do duty at home and 
abroad. The martial spirit was encouraged. Old men took on new 
vigor, and young men entered into it with ease and grace. The ring 
of this sermon, from the theological point then in vogue, was welcomed 
and greeted with satisfaction. The Company before whom this ser- 
mon was given had not a little influence in infusing ‘‘ the Boys of 
Boston” with manly vigor and martial spirit. And we doubt if the 
successive and trying hardships of the American Revolution could 
have been endured if this vigor and spirit had not been “bred and 
beaten into the bone and muscle ” of the American youth. 


MEMOIR 


REV. THOMAS FOXCROFT, A. M. 


Tuomas Foxcrort, the author of this sermon, was born in Boston, 
Feb. 26, 1697, the son of Col. Francis and Elizabeth [Danforth] Fox- 
croft. The ancestry of the family is traced to Robert Foxcroft, 
Esq., of Foxcroft, Yorkshire, England, in the middle of the 14th cen- 
tury. The line of descent from Robert is as follows: Robert}, John2, 
Robert®, Thomas‘, Thomas®, William’, Richard’, Richard’, Thomas®, 
James”, Daniel", Samuel!?, Daniel‘, Daniel'4, Francis. This Fran- 
cis * was the third son, and born Nov. 13, 1657. He came to Bos- 
ton in 1679, and Oct. 3, 1682, married Elizabeth,t a daughter of 
Judge Thomas Danforth, Cambridge, first President of the Prov- 
ince of Maine, and one who held many offices of official trust at the 
hands of both King and people. 

Only a year or two after the birth of Thomas Foxcroft the family 
removed to Cambridge, presumably on the death of Judge Danforth, 
who left a large and beautiful estate, but no sons to bear his name. 
To Col. Francis Foxcroft were born eight children, three of whom 
died in infancy, and Daniel, who died unmarried in middle life. Two 
daughters grew up to womanhood: Elizabeth, who married first, Rev. 
Christopher Bridge, and second, Rev. Thomas Poyer, of Jamaica, L. I. ; 
Martha, married Benjamin Gerrish, and died at the age of forty-eight, a 
woman of fine abilities and rare purity and worth.t 


®'A Funeral Discourse Preached after the DEATH of the Honorable Francis Foxcroft, 
Esq.: who died Dec. 31, 1727; in the 71st Year of his Age. By Nathaniel Appleton, A. M., 
Pastor of the Church of Christ in Cambridge. With a PREFACE by Mr. Flynt, Fellow of 
Harvard College, Boston. 1728, p. 31- B. 

+A Sermon Preach’d at Cambridge, After the Funeral of MRS. ELIZABETH FOX- 
CROFT, Late Wife of Francis Foxcroft, Esq.; who died there July 4, 1721, in the 57th Year 
of Her Age. With an Addition chiefly referring to Her Death; Also a Funeral Poem by the 
Reverend Mr. John Danforth. By T{homas] Ffoxcroft], One of the bereaved Sons. Bos- 
ton, 1721, pp» [Text Psalm xxxv. 14) iv. 55] B. 

The Christian glorying in Tribulation from a Sense of Happy Fruits. A Discourse Occa- 
sioned by the Death of That Pious and afflicted Gentlewoman, Mrs. Martha Gerrish (wife of 
Mr. Benjamin Gerrish and daughter of the late Col. Foxcroft). Died April 14, 1736, aged 48 
years, by Nathaniel Appleton, Pastor of the Church in Cambridge. To which are Annexed 
some of Mrs. Gerrishes Letters, Introduction to the letters written by TLhomas] F[oxcroft]. 


1736) PP+ 39) 9% B- 
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The two remaining children were Francis, who became eminent as 
a Judge and was among the most approved men of his time, and 
Thomas Foxcroft, the subject of this memoir and author of this 
sermon. 

The childhood days of Foxcroft were most favorable ; having many 
advantages in wealth and social life, and with a mind cultivated with 
the best Harvard College could give, we find him, even though a 
young man, taking a high standing among men of Jetters and ministers 
of culture and consecration. He was reared as an Episcopal, but 
amidst the discussions of the time became an Independent, doubtless 
largely through the influence of Rev. Nehimiah Walter, Roxbury. 
He graduated at Harvard College in 1714, and thereafter three years 
were spent in teaching school and theological study. His preach- 
ing attracted attention, and such was the impression made upon 
the people of Boston that in the spring of 1717 he was called to 
the junior pastorate of the First Church of the town, an associate with 
Rey. Benjamin Wadsworth. He was ordained to the full work of the 
ministry Nov. 20, 1717. In 1725, Rev. Mr. Wadsworth was elected 
President of Harvard College, and in turn Mr. Foxcroft became senior 
pastor.” In 1727, Rev. Charles Chauncy became his associate, and 
for forty-two years this intimate relationship was sustained. 

Mr. Foxcroft is mentioned as a scholar of excellence. His knowl- 
edge of the Greek language is specially commented upon as critical. 
In doctrine a decided Calvinist, and even during young manhood was 
regarded as very conservative. His addresses were numerous before 
the societies of the time. His words were regarded of worth. In 
military matters, in literary assemblies, in the charities of the day, in 
public enterprise, in church councils, in missionary work and church 
extension, his words were burthened with practical ability and conse- 
cration. His library and manuscripts, which have been preserved, 
show him to be a man whose influence was sought after in the affairs 
of his generation. 

In the month of May, 1736, he was stricken with sickness from 
which he never fully recovered. This was a sad thing for him, as 
well as for Boston and the whole Province. But from 1717 to 1736 
few men were more active in literary work and in the upbuilding of a 
broader Christian spirit. He was not inactive after this latter period, 


but frail nature could not stand the hard tasks of applied labor as before.’ 


As senior pastor he continued until his death. He had an able asso- 
ciate, whose culture and the lustre of whose character were felt in all 
the assemblies and social influences of the times. 

Thomas Foxcroft ‘married, March 9, 1718, Anna, a daughter of John 
Coney, the goldsmith of Boston. To them were born several children, 
among whom were Elizabeth, who married Daniel Marsh of Boston, 
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and later of Stoughton; and Anna, the wife of Rev. Daniel Rogers of 
Exeter, New Hampshire, the intimate friend and companion of the 
famous Whitfield. There were other daughters, who remained un- 
married. His son Thomas died at the age of thirty-two, and his son 
Samuel, a graduate of Harvard College, settled in 1765 as the first 
pastor of the new settlement at New Gloucester, Maine. The Rev. 
Thomas Foxcroft * died quite sudden June 18, 1769, in the seventy- 
third year of his age. He was deeply and sincerely respected by the 
people of Boston, and his fifty-two years of ministry in their midst 
aided much in the moulding of their strong life and character. 

The sermon here presented was prepared when Mr. Foxcroft was 
twenty-six years old. It displays the characteristic make up, and turn 
of his mind, and the closeness and fervor with which he applied his 
theology to the occasion at hand. 


* A Discourse occasioned by the Death of the Reverend Thomas Foxcroft, M. A., late Col- 
league Pastor of the First Church of Christ in Boston, who departed this Life on Lord’s-Day 
Forenoon, June 18, 1769 in the 73rd year of his Age. Delivered the Lord’s-Day after his De 
cease by Charles Chauncy, D. D., Surviving Pastor of Said Church, Boston, 1769, pp. 38- 
Text ii. Peter 1; 12, 13) 146 B. 

The Blessedness of the Dead who die in the Lord. A SERMON Preached the Lord's- 
Day after the Funeral of Mrs. Anna Foxcroft. The amiable and Pious Consort of the Rey- 
erend Mr, Thomas Foxcroft, who died October gth, 1749, in the 53d Year of her Age. By 
Charles Chauncy, D. D. One of the pastors of the First Church in Boston. Phillipians i; 21, 
For me to live is CHRIST ; to die is Gain. Boston, 1749) pp» 3+ B. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Tne following are the title-pages of the books, sermons, and tracts 
from the pen of Mr. Foxcroft, so far as we have been able to learn. 
The letters in bolder type indicate in which libraries they may be 
found, z.¢., B., Boston Public Library, C., Congregational Library, 
M. H.S., Massachusetts Historical Society. 

We give the titles of thirty-three different publications. Nineteen of 
them appeared between 1720 and 1730, the period probably of his great- 
est influence. Besides these, he was, by means of a preface, able to 
introduce other theological works to readers throughout the Provinces. 


A Practical Discourse, Relating to the Gospel-Ministry, Preach’d By 
Thomas Foxcroft, A. M., At His Ordination to the Office of Pastor of a 
CuurcH in Boston, on Wednesday, November 20, 1717. Published and 
Enlarged at the Urgent Request of a Gentleman of his Auditory, With a 
Preface by the Reverend Mr. Benjamin Wadsworth, Pastor of Said Church, 
Boston, 1718. [ Text, Co’ossians i. 28, 9.] B. 


Cleansing our way in Youtu Press’d As of the Highest Importance : And 
Observing the Worp or Gop, Recommended, As the Only Sufficient 
Means. In a Discourse Upon Psalms cxix. Ver. 9. By Thomas Foxcroft, 
M. A., With a Recommendatory Preface, by the Reverend Mr. Wadsworth, 
Pastor of the First Church of Christ in Boston, 1719. pp+ 192. Cc. B. 


Discourse concerning Kinpness, Being a SERMON Preach’d in Boston 
on the Lord’s-Day, February 28th 1719-20, And now Published, with Some 
Enlargement, at the Importunity of Many that heard it, By Zzomas Foxcroft, 
Boston 1720, pp. 36. [Text, Colossians iii. 12.] Cc. B. 


The duty of the Gopty Among a Professing People, to be Intercessors & 
Reformers, In A Day of the Lord’s Anger; Considered in a Discourse on 
Jeremiah xviii, 20, Now Published at the desire of Many, who heared the 
Substance of it delivered in a SERMON at the Weekly Lecture in Boston, 
February 15, 1721-2. 5 

Two Sermons Shewing How to Begin and End the Year After a Godly 
Sort. Preach’d The former on New-Year’s Day, The latter on December 31, 
1721, to which is added a discourse on Jeremiah xviii, 20. The Duty of the 
Godly Among a Professing People to be Intercessors and Reformers In a day 
of the Lord’s Anger. By Thomas Foxcroft, M. A., Boston, 1722, p. 196 


EXHORTATIONS AND DIRECTIONS to Young Peojle, By Mr. Foxcrorr. — 
Boston Lecture May 18, 1721, ii. Timothy, 2; 22. [In Course of Sermons on 
Early Piety by the Hight Ministers who carry on the Thursday Lecture in 
Boston, Preface by Rev, Dr. Increase Mather, 1721.] Cc 
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The day of a Godly Man’s DEATH, Better than the day of his BIRTH. 
Shewed in a SERMON, Preach’d February 25, 1722. By Thomas Foxcroft 
Pastor to a Church in Boston, 1722. [Text, Ecclesiastes vii. 1.] pp. 46. B. 


The Character of Anna, the Prophetess, Consider’d and Appli’d in a 
Sermon, Preach’d after the Funeral of that Honorable, and Devout Gentle- 
woman, Dame BripGeT UsHER; who deceas’d at Boston, N. E., May 25th, 
1723. Being a widow of great Age. Published (with some Enlargments) at 
the Desire of the honoured Executors to her Will. By THomas Foxcrort, 
M.A. Anda Pastor to the Old Church in Bostox, With a Preface by the 
Kev. Mr. Wadsworth, Boston, 1723, pp. 62. [Widow of Hezekiah Usher 
and formerly of Dr. Leonard Hoar, Pres. of H. C. — Ed.] Cc. B. 


The Ruling & Ordaining Power by Congregational Bishops or Presbyters 
Defended. Being Remarks on some Part of Mr. P. Barclay’s Persuasive, 
lately distributed in New England. By an Impartial Hand. Ina Let to 
a Friend, April, 1724. [By Thomas Foxcroft, Published anonymously. i] 
Pp. 45: B. 


Gon’s Face Set Against an INcORRIGABLE PropLe. A SERMON Preach’d 
at the Public Lecture in Boston, Thursday July 30, 1724. By Thomas Fox- 
croft, One of the Pastors of the Old-Church in Boston. With a Preface by 
the Reverend Mr. Cooper, Boston, 1724. [Text, Jeremiah xliv. 10, t1.]_ pp. 
50. . B. 


A Vindication of the Appendix to the Sober Remarks. Being a Reply to some 
Animadversions upon it, in the Appendix to the Defence of the Modest 
Proof, [by John Checkley ?] Wherein The Ruling and Ordaining Power of 
Congregational Bishops, or Presbyters, is further Defended. In a Second 
Letter to a Friend, 1725. [Mr. f° ft wrote the Appendix to Rev. Edward 
Wigglesworth in Sober Remarks. — Ed.] Cc. B. 


Ministers Spiritual Parents or Fathers in the Church of God. Sermon at 
Newbury, January rgth, 1725-6. By Thomas Foxcroit. Boston, 1726_ pp. 60. 
Ss. 


DEATH the Desrroyer of Earthly and False Hopes under The 
Divine Dominion. A Sermon Preach’d on the Lord’s Day January 30, 1725. 
By Thomas Foxcroft, Pastor of a Church of Curist in Boston. Boston 
1726, pp. 25- [Text, Job xiv. 19.] B. 


God the Judge, putting down ONE and Setting up Another. A SERMON 
Upon the Occasion of the DEATH Of our late Sovereign Lord, Kinc 
GEORGE, And the Accession of his present Majesty Kinc GEORGE, 
II, To the British Throne. By Thomas Foxcroft, A. M. Minister of the Old 
Church in Boston, 1727. [Text, Psalm xxv. 7.] pp. 39. Cc. B. 


A DISCOURSE Preparatory To the Choice of a Minister, Being the Sub- 
stance of two Sermons preach’d to the Old or First gather’d Church in 
Boston, June 11, 1727. The Lord’s Day before their Election of a Colleague 
Pastor, By Thomas Foxcroft, A. M. Pastor of the Said Church, Boston, 1727, 
pp: 67. [Text, Acts i. 24, 25.] C.B, 


A Brief Display of Mordecai’s Character in a SeRMON’ Preach’d on the 
Lord’s-Day after the Funeral of the Honorable Penn Ziwnsend E-q : One 
of his Majesty’s Council for the Province of Massachusetts Bay,&c. Who 
departed this Life, August 21, 1727. In the 76th Year of his Age. By 
Thomas FOxcRoFt, M. A. Pastor of the Old Church ‘in Boston. Boston 1727. 
pp: 43> C.B. 

Divine Providence. Adrd & justify'din the arly Death of God's Chil- 
dren & Servants. A Sermon Preach’d At the Thursday-Leciure in Boston. 
Upon Occasion of the lamented Death and On the Day of the Interment of 
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the Reverend Mr. William Waldron, Late Pastor of a Church in this Town 
who died September 11, 1727, in the Thirty-first year of his Age. By Thomas 
Foxcroft, With a prefactory Epistle to the bereav’d Flock, by Mr. Cooper. 
Boston, 1727, pp. Xx, 47. Cc. B. 


The Voice of the Lorn From the Deep Places of the EarrH. A Sermon 
Preach’d on the Thursday-Lecture in BosTon, in the Audience of the GEN- 
ERAL Court at the opening of the Sessions, November 23, 1727. Three 
Weeks after the EARTHQUAKE. By Thomas Foxcroft.” [Published by 


vote of the House of Representatives.] [Text, Psalm xcv. 4,7, &8.] C. B. 


The Importance of Ministers being Men in Christ; with the Possibility and 
Benefit of Assurance. A SERMON Preach’d at Ailton, November 13, 1728, 
Upon Occasion Of the Ordination of The Rev. Mr. John Taylor To the Pas- 
toral Care of the Church in that Place. By Thomas Foxcroft, Pastor of a 
Church in Boston. Published at the Request of Some that heard it; with 
the Paragraphs omitted (for brevity) in the Preaching, Boston, 1728. pp. 
59. [Text, 2 Corinthians xii. 2.] B. 


Eli the Priest dying Suddenly. A SERMON Preach’d at the Thursday-Lec- 
ture in Boston, June 19, 1729. Upon the Occasion of the SuppEN DraTH 
of the Reverend Mr, John Williams, who died June 12th in the 65th year of 
ue Age, And of the Reverend Mr. Thomas Blowers, who died Jinetye in 
the 52d year of his Age. By Thomas Foxcroft,— 1729, pp. 42. ‘ext, I 
Samuel iv. 18.] B “f : : é B. 
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Observations, Historical and Practical on the Rise and Primitive State of 
New England, with a special Reference to The Old or first gather’d Church in 
Boston. A Sermon preach’d to the said Congregation August 23, 1730. 
Being the last Sabbath of the first Century since itsSettlenent. By THOMAS 
Foxcrorr,M. A. Boston 1730 pp. 50. [Text, Matthew xiii. 31, 32.] C. B. 


The Divine Right of Deacons. A SERMON Preach’d On Occasion of the 
Ordination of Mr. Zachariah Thayer To the Office of a Deacon in the Old 
or First gather’d Church in Boston, Lord’s Day, May 23, 1731. By Thomas 
Foxcroft, M. A. One of the Pastors of the said Church. Boston 1731, pp. 
42. [Text, 1 Timothy iii. 10-13.] Cc. B. 


Eusebius Enervatus: Just Remarks on a Late Book entitled Eleuthereus. 
An Answer toa Pamphlet Intituled The Divine Right of Presbyterian Or- 
dination, [by J. Pickenson teed By Philethuth. Bangor. V. E. B. [by 
Thomas Foxcroft? —Ed.]. pp. 158, 1733. Boston. Cc. 


Lesson of Caution to Young Sinners. Sermon before Execution of Rebekah 
Chamblit, September 27, 1733. Preface by W. Cooper and Conference with 
the Prisoner by M. Byles. pp. 72, 1733. Beetont Cc. 

Elisha lamenting after the Gon of Elijah. A FUNERAL SERMON, Preached 
at Boston, March 27, 1737, Occasion’d by the Death of the Reverend ‘Mr. 
Benjamin Wadsworth, late President of Harvard College in Cambridge, and 
formerly Pastor of the Old Church in Boston, who Departed this Life on 
March 16th Having just enter’d the 68th year of his Age. By THOMAS Fox- 
CROFT, Sometime Colleague-Pastor with him. Boston, 1737, pp. 69. C. B 


SERMON Uron: EVANGELICAL PREACHING, Deliver’d (in Part) at the Old 
South Lecture in Boston, Thursday October 23, 1740. To a numerous Audi- 
ence, Occasioned by the late Visit, and uncommon Labours, in daily and pow- 
erful Preaching, of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, Published at the MOTION of the 
Hearers, By Thomas Foxcroft, Boston, 1740, pp. 47. [Text, Acts ae 31] 

. B. 
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The Blessing of a Soul in Health and prosperity to be supremely wish’d for. 
A SERMON Delivered (in Part) at a Family Meeting in Private; Boston 
March 3, £74I-2. By Thomas Foxcroft, Boston, 1742, pp. 52. [Text, John 
iii. 2.] Cc. B. 

A. Seasonable Memento for New Year’s Day. A Sermon Preached (sum- 
marily) at the Old Church Lecture in Boston, On Thursday January 1, 
1746-7. . . Etc. 

By Tuomas Foxcrort, A.M. One of the Pastors of Said Church. [Text, 
Psalm Ixxvii. 10, 11.] Boston, 1747, pp. 76. cB. 


Humitts Conrsssto: The Saints united Confession, in Disparagement of 
their own Righteousness. A SERMON Preach’d (summarily) at the Tues- 
day-Evening Lecture in Brattle Street, Boston, January 30, 1749-50. In 
Opposition to Popish Abuse and Calumny. By Thomas Foxcroft, M.A. One 
of the Pastors of the Old Church in Boston, £750, pp. 64. Cc. B. 

The Earthquake, a Divine Visitation. A SERMON Preached to the OLD 
CxurcH in Boston, January 8, 1756. Being a Day of Public Humiliation 
and Prayer throughout the Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England, 
Upon Occasion of the repeated Shocks of an EARTHQUAKE on [. . . éMeyible] 
Continent and the very destructive Earthquakes and Inundations in divers 
parts of Europe, all in the Month of November last. By Thomas Foxcroft. 
PP. 5f, Boston. Cc. 


Like Precious Faith obtained, through the Righteousness of our God and 
Savior, by all true Servants of Christ. A Sermon Preach’d (in Sum) at the 
O1.p Cuurcu Lecture in Boston, Thursday, March 25th, 1756. By Thomas 
Foxcroft, A. M., One of the Pastors of the Church, Boston, 1756. [Text, 2 
Peter i. 1.] B. 


Grateful Reflections on the signal Appearances of Divine Providence for 
Great Brirron and its Colonies in AMERICA which diffuse a general Toy. 
A SERMON Preached in the Old-Church in Boston, October 9, 1760. Bein; 
the Thanksgiving-Day, On Occasion of The Surrender of Moxtreal, and 
the Complete C: uest of CANADA, by the Blessing of HFAVEN on his 
Britannic MaJesty’s brave Troops, under the auspicious Conduct of that truly 
great and amiable Commander, General Amherst. By Thomas Foxcroft, 
A. ™M., One of the Pastors of said Church, Boston, 1760. [Text, Psalms 
exxvi. 3-] pp. 36. B. 


THE HOPE AND STRENGTH OF THE NATION WHOSE WARS ARE OF GOD. 


A SERMON 


DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY, 


June 8, 1728, 


BY 


THOMAS FOXCROFT, A. M., 
Pastor of the First Church, Boston. 


EDITED BY 
REV. ANSON TITUS. 
BOSTON, 1884. 


The preacher of this Anniversary Sermon, before the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company, was selected by Capt. Thomas Smith, 
who commanded in 1722-3. The officers of 1722 were: — 


Captain. — Capt. Thomas Smith. 
Lieutenant. — Lieut. Samuel Barrat. 
Ensign. — Capt. Edward Pell. 


At the close of the day, the officers for 1723-4 were chosen as fol- 
lows: — 
Captain. — Col. Penn Townsend. 
Lieutenant. — Lieut. William Lander. 
Ensign. — Ensign James Tileston. 


THE HOPE AND STRENGTH 


OF THE 


NATION WHOSE WARS ARE OF GOD. 
A SERMON. 


The Sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, of 
valiant men, men were able to bear buckler and sword, and to shoot with bow, 
and skilful in war, were four and forty thousand seven hundred and three 
score, that went out to the war. And they made war with the Hagarites, with 
Jetur, and Nephish, and Nodab. And they were helped against them, and the 
Hagarites were delivered into their hand, and all that were with them; for 
they cried to God in the pattle, and he was entreated of them; because they 
put their trust in him. And they took away their cattle; of their camels fifty 
thousand, and of sheep two hundred and fifty thousand, and of asses two 
thousand, and of men a hundred thousand. For there fell down many slain, 
because the war was of God. And they dwelt in their steads until the cap- 
tivity. — I. CHRONICLES 5, 18-22, 


“ The chief Design of these Books of the Chronicles is 
to gather up'the Fragments of sacred History, which were 
omitted in ye Books of Samuel & Kings; & to explain 
some Passages there mentioned; & to give an exact 
account of ye Genealogies,”’ 

In the Chapter before us, we have the Line of Reuben 
down to ye Captivity; with a description of their Inheri- 
tance & Abode. (which was Jordan, & ye Border thereof, 
Eastward, Josh. 13, 23) as also an historical Passage relat- 
ing to their Wars, contained in our Text; which [is 
crouded with matter &] affords many seasonable Lessons & 
Observations. Some of them I shall lay before you & 
consider, as the Compass of Time will allow. 


Pool. 


(being formerly 
ye Kingdoms of 
Sihon w™ ye 
children of Is- 
racl conquered.) 


‘Context, v:10 
josh, 1:15.) 
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God’s own Peo- 
ple are some- 
tim: 

Providence of 
God engaged in 
War, aed 

« [illegible 
Vid, my Ser. 2 : 
Chro, 20:15, p. 
5-10. 

yt... [illegible] 
places of ye field 
& among ye 
many times & 
seasons. 
Sermon, Supra. 
They are aid to 
live in y* part 
of Egypt which 
jeads to Assyria, 
Gen. 25:15, 18. 


dition, y= 
ites & half trib 
of Manassah 
who cither liv’d 
in... with 
yr,orthe ... 
or ‘Benjaminites 
-- . | portions 
incgible 


(& then T shall 

have occasion to 

touch a little 

upon it more 

pertinently in 

ve Sequel of my 
iscourse. 
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I. In ye first place We may observe who were ye prin- 
cipal Parties at War = ye Reubenites & ye Hagarites. 
[the opposite Party against whom the Reubenites went out 
to War & they were the Hagarites.] We read v They 
made War with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and Nephish, & 
Nodab, which were several Families, or Plantations of the 
Hagarites, or Hagarens as they are called. Psal 83.3. 
These were Ishmaelites, the Posterity of Abraham by 
Hagar ye Bondwoman. 

The Reubenites also were the Posterity of Abraham, but 
were Israelites. These went out to war agt ye Hagarites. 
The War is said to be in the days of Saul. V[erse]. 10 & a 
bloody War it was, as you’ll hear by’n’ by [An unhappy 
World ’tis we live in where there is an unnatural Enmity 
among Mankind agt one another, the said Product of 
Man’s primitive Apostasy. And it affords: strong Convic- 
tion of the Divine Displeasure out agt our apostate Race 
yt He should permit Men (who are all of one blood) to fall 
into bloody Wars, commit mutual outrages, & be the cruel 
Executioners of one another. 

Nevertheless, by ye way, This is no valid Argument agt 
ye Lawfulness of War in all Cases. Indeed War in general 
proves one of ye most comprehensive Michiefs, that a 
Sinful World is groaning under, and the sins of the world 
are what procure to them ye bloody Tragedies of Deso- 
lating War. Yet all wars are not absolutely sinful. Tis 
unscriptural & irrational to condemn all use of the mili- 
tary sword, as ye manner of some is. 

. It would be too great an Excursion here & a Misspending 
of Time else it were easy to prove against the confused 
Socinians & brain-sick Quakers, that there may be a just 
& good War. Such a defensive war appears to be; being 
most certainly founded in Natural Reason ; Self-preserva- 
tion being an original dictate of Nature. & in ye Sacred 
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Scriptures every where warranted by many approved 
Examples ; by express Precepts ; by encouraging Prom- 
ises. 

But the greatest Difficulty concerns offensive War, aptly 
called, or Invasion upon others, yet this also is allowable 
in some cases.] There are indeed two pretenses for War, 
which are voted orthodox & have been practiced upon by 
too many in ye world. One is the Propagation of Religion ; 
but I believe this Pretence will be found light, if weighed in 
With me (I must confess) 
Religionis est non cogere Religionem, as one of ye An- 
cients expresses it. Religion is no otherwise to be propo- 
gated yn by spiritual Weapons & rational compulsion. 

Another Pretence is the Enlarging of their Territories & 
advancing y" worldly glory to gain more extended Rule & 
Riches. But neither will this (I believe) bear Weight at 
ye Gospel-beam. For this carries in it vain-glory & Av- 
arice, and I presume yt public Ambition or Covetouss. — is 
However 
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as wicked as yt w" is more private & personal. 
there are Cases wherein offensive War is warrantable & 
equally approvd of by God with Peace itself. Thus ye as- 
serting our Rights, or Recovery of what has been taken 
away from us unjustly, the Redemption of Captives, the 
protecting our Allies, the Reduction of prosperous & public 
oppressors [Pirates] those greedy Wolves & common 
enemy of our Race; the preserving or restoring Ease & 
security to our Selves and neighbors. These Things imply 
in y™ Justice & Charity; & the use of Arms in these 
cases is ye necessary means to secure Peace & Order & com- 
pass the Ends of Government: And therefore cannot but be 
approved of God.] 

Indeed the Magistrate would in a great measure, bear ye 
Sword in vain, if it might not be drawn in a Way of Preven- 
tion, as well as Correction, & if He might not punish what 
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is done abroad, against the common Laws of Nations & 
Bonds of public Treaties & ye Rights of Neighbors & Allies, 
as well as the Crimes committed at home agt the national 
or more private Laws of War in these Cases, is in its Rise 
& Foundation or End, still preservative & defensive & 
therefore lawful. But if men are put upon hostile Incur- 
sions, only by the affectation of Military Fame, the Lust 
of Dominion, Covetous & cruel Thirst after Blood & 
Plunder, unreasonable Resentment of slight Provocations & 
the like, — their waging War upon these Pretenses only is 
unjustifyable ; ye Curse pronounced agt those yt delight 
in War. Ps. 68, 30. 

Indeed (I would add here) the Case of ye Israelites in- 
vading Canaan & the Country leading to it was a peculiar 
Case, & an Exception from ye [aforementioned] Grounds & 
Causes of offensive War. Because these holy Wars were 
founded, commenced by authority in the express Commands 
& Charges of God, the sovereign God ; who had determined 
upon the Ruin & Extermination of ye Canaanites, with 
their heathen Neighbors for their extreme wickedness; & 
appointed the Israelites, Ministers & Executioners of his 
righteous Vengence upon them. (Josh., I. I-12). 

What gave occasion or Provocation to ye Reubenites, to 
make War upon the Hagarites, now in the Days of Saul, it 
dos not at present occur to me have any Account: But the 
Divine Commission & charge which Israel had, to take pos- 
session of ye Land given them (of which I presume the 
Country of the Hagarenes might be part) this may suffi- 
ciently justify and legitimate the War. 

But I come now to another Thing in the Text. 

II. Observe the Number & Character of ye Israelitish 
Forces. 

The Number yt went out on the present Expedition was 
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44760. A pretty considerable Army it was: & made up of 
chosen Men. 

’T is a superior Character, that’s here given them. They 
were valiant Men, men able to bear Buckler and Sword, 
& to shoot with Bow & skillful in War. 

These are necessary Martial accomplishments ; & they 
are here attributed to the Israelitish Regiments in a 
way of Praise & Commendation, as so many honorable 
Qualifications. And their character is given & recorded 
for the Instruction, Imitation & Animation of ye military 
order; [as well as to teach all to Honour Men of their 
Character; & to tell us whoare fit to be Soldiers & sent out 
to War. They must be expert & valiant Warriors. Mem 
pares Negotio. 

“Tt is a political Advice of Don Faxardo, — To imploy 
the Wealthiest in Places of Trust, which require Pomp 
& Experience; such as honorable Embassies: But in 
military Affairs, the case is altered ; for unless ye General 
[& officers] be true Sons of Mars, for courage & of a Mi- 
nerva for conduct, let their Blood be never so noble [& their 
Riches never so great] the army will soon go.to ruin”: 
especially if also the Army be in general timerous, raw & 
undisciplined. They are only Men of the Reubenites Char- 
acter, that are like to do Exploits: which as we find it in 
our Text, contains the prime Notes or Badges of approved 
Soldiers, and it may not be amiss to take up alittle of our 
Time in considering of them. 

1. Then They are called Valiant Men, Hebr. Sons of 
Valour. The Army was made up of brave Warriors, Cap- 
tains & Soldiers. Men of true Hearts & great Minds, dar- 
ing & enterprising ; not afraid to speak with ye enemy; 
not cowardly & treacherous; but strong & courageous, 
Such only are fit to be Soldiers. Such only should be 
chosen ; & such only seem ordinarially to be called by 
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Providence in war-like Expeditions. Martial Fortitude is 
every where in holy Scripture spoken of with Honour & is 
requisite in Soldiers. We find it there frequently given in 
Charge to military Men, Be Strong & of good Courage, Be 
not afraid of ye Enemy &c. And God expressly forbids 
the employment of faint heart in Israels Armies. Deut. 
20. 8. 

Reason tells us that Courage is a Virtue of the first Con- 
sideration ina Soldier. Cowardice in military Men is one of 
the greatest Inconsistences in the World. Timorous is the 
most disgraceful epithet that can be given [put upon] you. 
The Man of Courage is also of ye most dangerous Ten- 
dency. One Coward is like to make many, [Hence yt Pay 
in Israel Deut. 20-3, 8. An ill Example of Pusillanimity 
will be infectious ; especially in Commanders, it generally 
proves like a spreading Gangrean & dispirit all about 
you] ‘The old Romans were therefore very severe In 
their discipline towards such.” And cowardice is like to 
end in Treachery & Confusion. This will tempt men te 
betray the Cause & Interest, they're engaged in; will 
tempt you to desert yr post; & will prepare ym to bean 
easy conquest for the [a very unequal] Enemy. It has 
often been ye Bane & Ruin of great Armies. 

Courage is the Life of a Soldier; & is essentially necces- 

sacrifieelifein sary & vastly beneficial. This will Prompt Men to great 
country than fy & noble [worthy] achievements, inspire you for bold & 
eee een hazardous undertakings, enable you to “act vigorously what 
rien ought to be done, without Fear of Danger or oppositions 
& to suffer patiently what cannot be generally avoided” 
This is true heroic Fortitude ; & nene have more need of 
it than military Men; who are often called out upon veny 
hazardous Enterprises, called to face the most amazing 
Dangers, to encounter ye most shocking Difficulties & 
attend warm & bloody Service in the Field of War ; which 
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will try all their patience & Courage & will challenge the 
Noblest Gallantry & Intrepidity the most unshaken Firm- 
ness of Mind, the most obstinate Resolution, Vigor & Forti- 
tude, both active and passive (grounded upon true and lasting 
Principles) in order to their necessary Defense of them- 
selves & their doing Execution upon ye Enemy. Hence 
Joab (y* wise & valiant Captain General) when engaging in 
a Battel to prepare his Army & breath into y™ a like mar- 
tial Fire with his own, call’d upon y™ in those admirable 
Words, 2, Sam; 10, 12, Be of good Courage & let us play 
ye Men of our People & for ye Cities of our God. But thus 
much for y‘ first Article in the Description of ye Reuben- 
ites. They were Valiant Men. 

2. They were Men able to bear Buckler and Sword, & 
to shoot with Bow. 

These were the chief Arms then in Use and they are 
put for the Rest of all kinds. Weapons are distinguished 
into Arma ad tegendum & arma ad necendum. Among 
the Weapons offensive, they had as y° Sword & Bow, so 
the Sling, the Spear, the Battle Ax &c. And as defensive 
Instruments they had Helmets to cover their Heads, Gor- 
gets or Targats to screen their necks, Brigatines or Coats 
of Mail to Cover y” Loins, Breast plates to protect y Hearts 
& vital Parts & Greaves of Brass to harness their Legs, 
with Shoes of same upon y" Feet. 

“Art hath so much [altered &] improved Things in 


<pre a 3. 
latter ages that it is very hard to Determine of what form 


the several Weapons & Pieces of Armour, offensive or de- 
fensive in Use in those times were.” Those mentioned in 
our Text are the Buckler, the Sword & Bow, then y" prin- 
cipal & most common Instruments of War. 

The Buckler was a Weapon chiefly designed for Defense 
in time of Battle. Tis commonly an Instrument to ward 
off the Blows, to receive or repel y® Dart, & to beat back 
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the Weapons of an Enemy & break y™ in pieces. Twas a 
moveable and active Instrument. It had a Prominency in 
the middle, a thick Boss (as ’tis call’d Job 15: 26) out 
which came a Spike nail, or sharp piece of Steel like the 
head of a Spear or Pike: so y* the Antagonist cou’d not 
run in upon a man armed with such a weapon without 
great Hazard. For the Shield was useful for Offense as 
well as Defense. And y" was no weapon more honorable 
than this; upon w°" y" use to inscribe their Ensigns of 
Honor ; their Arms, & the pictures of y™ Princes, to hold 
up & shew y™ to y® People. 

But Another Weapon mentioned is y®° Sword. This also 
is of use both for offense & defense. Tis a well known 
piece of Armour, of most ancient, constant & universal use. 
Hence the Sword is often put for War. Lev. 26:25. An- 
other Instrument of War here mentioned is the Bow. The 
Battle bow in those times was very much in use. By this 
they cou’d do Execution at a distance ; which they cou’d 
not by the Sword. Powder & Ball, Guns & Cannons, are 
but late Inventions; w°" those Ages were not acquainted 
with. Instead hereof they had their Slings out which y* 
shot Arrows. These Bows were of two sorts. There was 
their Hand-bow, a slighter sort, I suppose & more easily 
drawn: and there was y" Foot Bow; w*" was made of steel, 
& called for great Strength to bend it. They used y’fore 
to tread upon it with there. Feet, & so pull up the spring 
with all yr might, which discharged the Arrow with great 
Force & to a far distance. Hence, David, upon his Acces- 
sion to y® Crown gave orders that the children of Judah 
shd be taught the use of y° Bow: & in his funeral Elegy 
upon Jonathan, He commends him for his Dexterity & 
Success in y® use of his Bow & arrow. So the Sons of 
Ulam are commended for Archers & mighty men of Valor. 
1 Cor. 8:40. It was y®° Command of the Benjamites. 1 
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Chro. 12:2. They were armed with Bows, & could use 
both y® right hand & left in hurling stones & shooting 
Arrows. They cd shoot at an hairs-breadth & not miss. 
Jud, 20:16 They cou’d shoot wi: great nimblness & 
Certainty or Exactness. 

It is also y* Command of the Reubenites, in our Text, y* 
they were men able to bear Buckler & Sword & to Shoot 
with Bow. They had Skill & Strength to handle well their 
military Weapons. They were able to bear Arms & expert 
to use y™. 

They were Men able to bear Arms. Effective Men, as 
they’re call’d. Able men, fit for heroic Actions, for diffi- 
cult Engagements, able to undergo y® fatigues of martial 
expeditions, to stand agt shocking Blows, &c. They were 
such as we read of. Jer, 48:14. Mighty, strong for y war. 
Num. 1:3. Able to go forth to war in Israel. Soldiers 
must be men of Strength in Body as well as mind. They 
must be girded with Strength so yt y® Bow of Steel may be 
broken by y" arms.— 18:34. They must be Men of y* 
hands, Men of Strong Arms, y* y" Bow may abide in y" hand 
& not turn back for any. Gen: 49 : 24. 

“The Halt, y® Lame, & y® Blind are as unfit to serve 
God in the Field as at y® Altar.” Pemb. Unactive Weak- 
lings are like to fall an easy prey to y® adversary (insulting.) 
The sickly & infirm & decrepid, the aged, y° Sot, the Siug- 
gard are but sorry Tools for military service. 

Soldiers must be robust, athletic Men. Men of Spirit & 
Vigor, capable of enduring Hardness & quiting y™selves like 
Men upon occasion. 

They must also be Men of Skill, dextrous in handling y* 
Arms: knowing how to manage well every piece of Armour 
else they can’t be call’d Soldiers & are very unfit for War. 
The Reubenites in our text knew how to handle Shield & 
sword, & to shoot with Bow. Their Hands were taught to 
war, & y" Fingers to fight. 
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It is added — 

3. They were men skillful in War. They were well 
trained soldiers, well acquainted wi: military service, knew 
y° order of War as well as of useof Arms. As it is said of ye 
children of Asher. They were apt to y° War & to y® Battle 
1 Chron. 7 : 40. 

As to y® officers in an Army, they must be men of mar- 
tial Skill & Conduct, well versed in y* Arts of War. The 
Commanders must be such, whose study & experi. has 
ripened y™ for counsil. Human Prudence is necessary in 
War, to direct to proper means, to guide in y® use of y™ &c. 
Religion doth not condemn nor faith supercede y® Arts of 
War. It isa Proverb, There’s Policy in War, and indeed 
Policy oft outdoes Puisance & Power. Eccl 9: 18. Wisd’ 
is better than Weapons of War. Artifice & Stratagem 
often brings about those Designs that cou’d not have been 
effected by mere dint of Sword, & force of Arms. A 
Failure in Policy is someti., fatal to the most potent Army. 
Mistakes in Conduct often occasion miscarriage in y® most 
notable Enterprises. 

The officers of an Army then sh’d be Men of Prudence 
Caution & Profound Sagacity, Men of Steddy Conduct. 
Men study’d in martial Law & Dicipline, acquainted with 
the Laws of y° Camp & Field, with the forms of Battel & 
with all the Stratagems & Maxims of Warlike Policy : Know- 
ing what steps to take how to time things ; sagacious to spy 
Dangers & avoidy™ . . . . [illegible]to . . . [illegible] crit- 
ical junctures, & take all advantages &c. Thus ye General, 
Captain & officers must be skilful in War: Bold as Lions 
& Subtil as serpents. So likewise must the private Sol- 
diers be. They must know every man y® proper Business 
of his Post, y° Duties of his Station, know how to manage 
their artillery (as before), know how to obey orders, to fol- 
low y' Leaders. Soldiers sho, be punctual, accurate & in 
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all the manifold Postures, Motions, Exercises, Facings, 
Wheelings, Marches, assaults & Retreats, &c. Every one 
Observing Rank & File, keeping Order & moving regularly 
in y® stated Line of Duty. This is the Strength & Beauty 
of y® military Body & add tothe Terror of an army. A 
well disciplined Army is strong & terrible. So it is repre- 
sented. Joel 2: 7, 8. whereas an undisciplined Multitude, 
a tumultuous Rout will be but of little Significance, wéak, 
& many times easily defeated by a few regular Troops. 
Thus I have a little considered the character given of the 
Reubenites in our Text. 

Upon the whole several reflections may be made. (1) 
This may teach us, who are in the X" world may be called 
good soldiers of Jesus X ; — Even such as are valiant Men, 
strong & steadfast & zealous in ye cause of X ; & that know 
how to manage well the whole armour of God, & skilful in 
ye spiritual warfare. O let us all yt name ye name of X & 
are listed under his Banner, study to come up to yt character. 
Let us labor after ye utmost skill & strength & Valour to 
fight — fight ye Battels of ye Lord. Let us fight ye good 
fight of Faith, & contend earnestly, so shall we obtain Vic- 
tory, Honour & Immortality. : 

(2) This affords a Rule to direct in ye choice of Sol- 
diers to be Sent out upon military service. They must be 
Men of Valour & Skill. The Commanders & whole Body 
of ye Army must have good martial skill—& courage. 
They must be chosen Men of Israel; not the Infirm, the 
Cowardly, ye Raw & undisciplined & unexperienced. These 
are unfit for service ; & when such are pick out for the field 
of Battel or Garrison of defense, the Publick is imposed upon, 
cheated, abused & betrayed. [And alas! How common a 
Fault is this in the World? ’Tis well, if we in this Land 
can ward off ye heavy Imputations. ] 

(3) Hence it is ye Duty of a People to be learning War 
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& a commendable Practice it is yrfore to have frequent 
Trainings among you for yt end. 

War is an Art, in w°" Men are to be trained up, in order to 
their being skilf— & expert. There is an Education mil- 
itary as well as liberal. In Army as well as Letters. “It 
is ye opinion of some verst in Antiquity yt ye Jews had y* 
School for ye Soldiers as well as ye Prophet, by w*" they 
maintained yt [martial] Glory.” Abraham taught his 
Household ye use of Arms. He had his trained Servants 
&c Gen, 14: 14. Jacob taught his C" ye use of ye Bow, 
as appears from by ye ill use of it by 2 of ym. David gave 
Command to teach ye C" of Judah ye use of ye Bow—2 
Sam, 1: 18. Tis constantly mentioned to ye praise of ye 
Jews, when they had great Numbers among ym yt were 
able to go forth to war & were fit for Battel. 

It is a necessary Thing & praiseworthy yt yr sho, be 
such among every people. Promote & put Respect upon 
men of a true martial genious. 

Rulers shd encourage ye Learning of War: & their Peo. 
be willi. to learn. It is yr Duty & Commenda. (& be sure 
will be ours, who have so much occasion for it) to be learn- 
ing War & yrfo. to keep preparatory Exercises or Trainings 
yt may make us expert for War. 

Rulers shd take all due Methods to support the laudable 
practice of Training & keep up martial discipline among us. 
A negligence in yt matter will be of Dangerous Conse- 
quence & I wish it were not so evid'Y chargable upon us in 
ye land. We have suffered much already by our Neglecti’ 
ye work, Let us be wise for ye future. Let not Abraham’s 
Example any longer be a Reproach to us. 

4. Hence the Artillery Companys sho. be encouraged & 
applauded. These are the Nurserys for Soldiery beyond 
ye common Trainings. 

Artillery Companies serve to encour. and support a mil- 
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itary Spirit among us. They are desired as a special 
Means to accomplish officers & sh* chiefly be made up of 
such. It is a method yt gives opportu. to put noble 
Armours on Men of an active martial spirit w° tends to 
“Tn Grammer 
Schools to be a Captain fora Day makes young Scholars 
strive at y" Books.” 


animate to: Diligence in learning war. 


Moreover By y* Means, if yt matter be well managd, yr 
may also be a Supply of Men for officers & may [be] always 
Men ready to go forth to Battel. 

’ For let me observe, ye Gentlemen in Arms to Day, yt 
this is the proper Design of y" Artillery Meetings. 

Indeed were your Artillery exercises only Diversion, 
they are manly & very pleasant Recreations. 

But Practice (w" is the end of all good knowl.) is the end 
of your learnin. war. The Design of these preparatory 
exercises is to qualify you for public Service. Otherwise 
they are ludicrous; & if this be not your End in 
attendi. ym, you must give me leave to say yt you deceive 
ye Public, & you trifle with holy things in asking our 
Prayers & Sermons on ye occasion, But I hope better 
things of you tho. I thus speak. Some of you I’m afraid 
attend these Exercises & make y" appearance only for show 
& Recrea. others of you I hope charitably act upona better 
Prin. & wi. better views & intend real Service. 

And while this is your Design I can’t but think ye 
Solemnity of y" Day ought to be countenanced as well as 
ye Company encouraged, approved & honoured. 

Let our hon*”! Rulers y"fore cast a fav’ aspect upon it 
& afford y" psence at y" Trainings & Study to promote & 
honour ym. 

Let greater Numbers list unto ye Company & do it with 
right Aims. Be diligent to attend on ye training Days. 

Be serious in your Exercises. Quit yrselves like men & 
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like Xns, and ye Lord will be with ye Good. In ye name 

of God set up yr Banners. May you all serve your Genera. 

and you shall still have the Blessing out of ye house of ye 

Lord. . 

III. Observe the /s7aelites glorious Success & the Ish- 
maelites shameful Defeat. The Hagarites were delivered 
into their Hand, & all that were with them: & they took 
captive their Cattel: of their Camels 50,000, & of their 
Sheep 200 & 50,000, & of Asses 2000 & of Men an 100,- 
000: & besides these fell down many slain. Here was 
admirable Success, indeed vast spoil, & an intire Conquest. 
The Desolations of War are sometimes very great & 
dredful. Hence David. ... [illegible] Let me not fall into 
the Hand of men: & therefore He cursed such as delight 
in War: & ye people happy among whom there is no Break- 
ing in nor going out. 

The Number of the Enemy (in the case before us) were 
incomparably superior to the Israelitish Regiments, yet the 
numerous Host was intirely routed & discomfited by the 
victorious Army of Reuben & their powerful Allies. There 
are great Uncertainties in War. Numbers dos’nt always 
determine the Issue. There is no King saved by ye multi- 
tude of an Host (Psal. 33: 16). Indeed ordinarialy (as the 
wise man observes Pro. 14: 28), In the multitude of ye 
People is the King’s honour, & in the want of People is the 
destruction of the Prince. Yet as He elsewhere observes, 
The Battle is not always to the Strong: but Time & chance 
happeneth unto all. Eccl.g:11. The greatest Armys 
sometimes fall a Sacrifice to a very contemptible Handful 
of impotent Enemies. 

This was often exemplified in the Israelites under the 
conduct of Moses & Joshua & several of ye good Judges & 
pious Kings of Israel: who through faith subdued king- 
doms, out of weakness were made strong waxed valiant in 
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fight & turned to flight ye armies of ye Aliens. How did 
Sampson Smite ye Philistines hip & thigh with a great 
slaughter. He slew 1000 of ym himself at one time, with 
ye jaw-bone of an ass, he slew Heaps upon Heaps. 

How was the great Host of ye Midianites defeated by Gid- 
eon, with his 300 Men: and the Garrison of Philistins taken 
by Jonathan, & his Armour-bearer! And their numerous 
Camp soon intirely routed by the men of Israel! Did not 
the Syrians come against Jerusalem with a small Company 
of Men: &a great Host were delivered into their Hand! 
Did not King Asa (with an Army about half as big) over- 
throw Zorah ye Arabian, yt came out against him with a 
prodigious Host of a 1000,000 & 3co chariots! It appears 
then Victory isnt always carry’d by Numbers. But a 
smaller Force oftentimes overcomes a Superior. It was a 
Promise made to God’s People of old. (Lev. 26) In case 
they would fear & serve God you shall liedown & none shall 
make you afraid; ye shall chase your Enemys, & they shall 
fall before you, by ye sword: & five of you shall chase an 
100, & an 100 of you shall put 10,000 to flight. 

Agreeable to this great Promise, the People of God in all 
ages (while they have aproved ymselves a willing & obedi- 
ent People) have had signal Successes against their Ene- 
mies. The Jews were introduced into the Land of Canaan 
by a Train of admirable Conquests ; & were established 
there and attained complete Possession, by a continued 
Series of surprising Victories. And so long as they re- 
mained faithful to God, the Israelitish Armys had an 
almost uninterrupted Course of wonderful Successes, & 
triumph’d glorious over all their enemys on every side. 
So the Christian world has known many Instances of sur- 
prising Victory over the Enemies of Christ & his People, 
both in former & latter Ages, and it may be, no nation 
whatsoever has such a long succession of most wonderful 
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Victories & Deliverances to reflect upon as the English na- 
tion hath been blest withal since the Reformation from 
Popery. Our Histories have brought us very surprising 
Accounts of successful Battles from time to time no less 
glorious than numerous. The happy Revolution by King 
William the third (of blessed Memory) together with the 
innumerable successes he had in the Field; & the memo- 
rable Battels under the Conduct of the wonderful Duke of 
Marlboro (lately deceased) will shine with their great 
Names in the Records of our English story with a peculiar 
lustre to latest admiring Posterity. 

IV. Observe the Author & Spring of the Israelites Suc- 
cess & Victory over the Ishmaelites. Our Text tells us 
They helped against them because the War was of God. 

We may note here: Success in War (as well as in all 
other Affairs) depends upon ye Divine Concurrance & 
Blessing. 

War (in its Definition implys an Appeal to God the uni- 
versal Judge: & all the Affairs of it are under his necessary 
Influence, Controll & Government. He is the Governour 
among the Nations, ye supreme Judge in every Controversy, 
the sovereign Umpire in every Combat. He presides over 
the Battel, determines the Event & turns the scale of Vic- 
tory to which Side he pleaseth, 

It is not sullen Fate, nor giddy Fortune but the infinitely 
wise and powerful Creator of the World, that holds the 
Reins & governs all Things. Victory is one of his Provi- 
dential Acts. Tis ye Lords doings: a Display of Divine 
Wisdom & Power. His Aids are necessary ; without which 
the most numerous Host, under the best human Conduct, 


will miss of Victory. Success in War dos’nt depend in- : 


tirely upon superior Strength, better Discipline, wiser Coun- 
cil & greater Preparations. No; but it absolutely depends 
upon the Divine Blessing. Solomon observes to us, Pro. 
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21: 31, The Horse is prepared against the day of Battel; 
but Victory is of ye Lord. And sometimes there is the 
Fingers of God very visible in remarkable Conquests given 
his People. ‘His auspicious Influence shines out very 
bright upon their [successful] Arms.” 

A Divine Hand has sometimes utterly broken & de- 
stroyed the bravest Armys, & saved the People of God by 
apparent Miracles: sometime commissioning Angels to 
take the destroying Sword, sometimes arming ye inferior 
Creatures to plead his Cause & appear on his Peoples side ; 
sometimes by giving Man supernatural Strength & Power; 
sometimes by appointing unaccountable terrors over Coun- 
try & Armys, striking with them pannick, Fear and Conster- 
nation, making them to fly in wild Disorder, and causing 
every Man’s Sword to be against his Fellows. In those 
Things theres ye most palpable Evidence of a Divine 
Hand. But those are miraculous Appearances, & the 
Extraordinary Measures of Providence, 

Yet in the most common Cases there is a Divine Agency ; 
& there are more ordinary occurrancies in which (notwith- 
standing) we may discern very bright Hints of an over-rul- 
ing Providence with a most wise Government. Tho. there 
appear not such immediate Characters of a Power superior 
to Nature, yet second Causes move in so regular a Course. 
& there’s such a Conjunction of most favorable Circum- 
stances, such a Concurrence of uncommon Advantages, as 
do’s plainly point out a Divine Interposition and Prosper- 
ous Events are as much to be ascribed to God, in these 
Cases where active Instruments are employed, & natural 
Causes have yr regular motion, as where Men are purely 
passive & a miraculous Victory is effected by the immedi- 
ate Arm of Divine Power. 

God is the supreme Rector both of the natural & moral 
world, & he governs both necessary and free Agents, in 
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ways sutable to their distinct Natures, with unearing Wis- 
dom, & uncontrollable power; making them conspire & 
subserve to his great Ends. God is pleased ordinarily to 
work by humane Instruments, & make use of ordinary 
Means, in executing his noblest Designs. But then all 
Means & Instruments are under his absolute Direction & 
Controll; receiving all their Influence & Efficacy from his 
supreme Providence: which in war is oftentimes as sig- 
nalized by'various Displays of Divine Wisdom & Power & 
Goodness in inspiring an Army with uncommon Bravery 
supporting their natural Courage & continuing their Health, 
in the midst of threatening Dangers ; giving them Generals 
& Officers of a true martial Genious, wise & daring Minds ; 
preserving their Persons & covering their Heads in Battle, 
whose Lives are of such Importance ; “making seasonable 
Discoveries, suggesting wise Counsils, furnishing favor- 
able opportunities’ & on the other hand, intimidating the 
Adversary, infatuating their Counsils, or frustrating their 
well-concerted Measures by strange, adverse Turns of 


Providence &c. Innumerable Circumstances or Incidents 
there be which according as they fall, do turn ye Scale of 
Victory, this way or that; & these are intirely at the Di- 
rection & Dispose of the God of Battel. On whatever 
Side then God appears, it shall be successful. His presence 
in ye Camp is that which crowns with Victory. This will 
breathe new Life into ye fainting Host. He'll strengthen 
the feeble Hands & enable ’em to do Wonders: & no 
Weapon formed against you shall prosper. It is nothing with 
Him to help whether by many or with them yt have no 
power. He can cause a defeated Army to rally again & 
make evena small Remnant of Wounded men victorious. 
Jer. 37: 10. Whereas unless God be with them the stout 
hearted shall be spoiled, & none of the Men of Might shall 
find their Hands; But all Artillery will be useless, the 


mately given to Him. 
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strongest Forces, under the Conduct & Discipline even of 
David: Worthies must miscarry & lose the Victory, with- 
out the influxive Presence & Halo of the Lord of Hosts. 
2, Chron. 25: 7. 

All success in War then obtained is to be thankfully 
ascribed to the Divine Providence. 


Victories, but all common Instances are to be attributed to 
the Blessing of Heaven. 


Jeriox23. 


umph over their enemys. We shd, adore his Love & his 
Favour to his People, that having got his own here, he 
planted . . . [illegible] caused it to take deep root... 

[illegible] the boar out of the wood to make spoil upon it 
time after time, yet he has not suffered ye beasts of the 


‘Forests to devour us. All our Preserva. Deliv. Victorys 


are ours to his grac, visitation. All the Circumstances 
fav’? &c. 


Hence further it is yt wisdom of a People entered into a Ex 
War to Care to obtain God’s favorable Presence in their 3 
camp, & to this end they shou’d beware of every Thing that 1 i, 


may provoke Him to appear against Them, & use all those 
methods which may tend to engage Him on their side. 
Agreeable to those Divine Precepts, Deut. 23:9. When 
the Host goeth forth against thine enemys, then keep from 
every wicked thing. Deut. 29:9. Keep therefore the 


5 


Not only miraculous 


Instruments must be owned in 
their Order; (& Indeed ye highest Honours is yt they are ot 
Gods Instruments) ; yet we must be careful we dont der- h 
ogate from the Glory of God, the Supreme Agent. 
Spoils must be brought to his Altar, & the Honour be ulti- 
Men must arogate to themselves { 
either Merit or proper efficiency. Judg. 7:2. Lest Israel = 
vaunt ymSelves agt me, saying my own Hand hath saved - 
mene Luzek, 36 2°32 x 
Here I.might say — We should give God the glory of 
our Forefathers Settlement in this Wilderness & their tri- 
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words of this Covenant & do ym that ye may prosper in 
all yt ye do. Thus our ways will please the Lord ; & He’ll 
make our Enemies to be at peace with us, or cause ym to 
fall before our conquering Arms. Whereas, if we are an 
impenitant, & disobedient People, we may expect yt God 
will avenge the Quarrel of his Covenant ; yt He will put us 
to Shame, & not go forth with our Arms, but suffer the 
Adversary to devour, & these yt hate us to make Spoil for ym 
selves. It is then the Interest & yrfore the Wisdom of us 
People now engaged in War,to see that we be in good 
Terms with Heaven ; to hearken unto God, & walk in his 
Ways. Let us study to engage Him on our side. This is 
the best Policy, without which all possible Preparations 
will be insignificant, the most promising Schemes prove 
abortive, & ye most vigorous attempts be unsuccessful, 

(3) Further. Hence such ought to be improved in mil- 
itary service whom we may hope God will own & bless: 
Men of Religion as well as Men of War. We read Dan, 
11: 32, The People that do know their God shall be 
strong & do exploits. But as for the wicked & them 
that know not God, that are at War with Heaven, & by. 
daring Impietys are continually bidding Defiance to their 
Maker (ye Supreme Arbiter of War), How can we expect 
yt such shall have the Protection of Divine Providence, or 
have his Blessing to succeed them! We may rather look 
yt God will confront, oppose & blast them. And what do 
we, but invite the Frowns of Heaven upon our warlike 
Understanding, when we employ the wicked & profane yt 
are hisabhorence. These surely are very unfit Instruments 
to Fight the Lords Battels; & when the Camp is wholly 
or chiefly composed of such it affords a sad Presage of the 
Adversary’s Triumph. 

(4) But another Inference is. Hence, when a People 
meet with disappointment & Defeats in War, the Provi- 
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dence of God must be seen in such Dispensations, & it calls 
for our deep Humiliations in his Sight. If God be the 
Supreme Disposer of all the Events of War, & ye only 
Author of Success therein; then we are to eye ye Hand 
of God in all the Calamities of War yt befall us. We must 
look beyond second causes, to the first & grand Agent. 
Tis ye folly of many. They know not the Judgement of 
ye Lord, neither see his Hand smiting of ym. They impute 
the unsuccessfulness of War only to this, or ye other natu- 
ral & blamable cause of the want of Sufficiency or Conduct 
in ye Army; Failure of Policy in the Commanders, or of 
Courage in the Soldiers & the line; but they leave God out 
of ye Account, & forget that Supreme Hand, which is in all 
their Disastors, It is God yt contends with us, by ye 
Sword of ye Enemy. Mischievous Instruments are but his 
Rod, the Rod of his Anger. Isa. 10: 5,6. Eze. 7: 10. 
The Wicked are God's Sword. Psal. 17: 13, Eze. 21: 3.4. 

It is God yt prepareth Destroyers agt Israel, & yt 
delivereth into ye hands of ye Spoilers. Judg. 2: 14, 15. 
2 Chro, 15: Bytos 
+ Now to apply this to our own Case. We sh’d take notice 
then of Gods holy Hand in all the unsuccessfulness of our 
Soldiery, & the Disasters & Disappointments we have met 
with particu. in ye p'sent War. 

The Frowns of God have been upon us in our military 
Affairs very evidently, for a long while. 

When God brought our Forefathers over into this Land, 
He cast out the Heathen before them, consuming ’em by 
various Judgments, to make room for his People who were 
here established by a Marvelous Complication & succession 
of Divine Favours, yet He did not destroy ym utterly out of 
ye Land; but reserved a Number of ym, who have been 
Thornes in our Eyes & Scourges in our Sides. Several 
bloody Wars the Heathen Natives have manag’d against 
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us, & by them God hath executed upon us terrible things 
in Righteousness. Plantations have once & again been 
broken up & laid desolate by ym, considerable numbers 
taken captive, many Lives & much Treasure expended, & 
great Pains taken in Expeditions agt ym time after time, 
& all this labor often to little or no purpose. And in the 
present War, God seems to be managing a Controversy 
with us. The Depredations which ye Enemy have made, 
are not inconsiderable partic. on our shipping and at Canso 
in Pher, tothe Ruin of our Fishery there; & there has 
been Effusion of Blood one time after another. Loss of 
many Lives as in Sea fights, so in Cuban Expedition, by ye 
Sword and by Sickness. Tho’ in ys regard, God has been 
mixing Mercy with his Judgements ; having very much re- 
strained the Indian Fury, & hid from us signal opportuni- 
ties, they ’ve had of doing us Mischief, & also delivered to 
Some of ym to deserved Vengence. However The Hand ot 
God has been & is still heavy upon us, in ye expensive 
Part of ye War, & his Anger appears in the disastrous 
Frustrations we’ve met with. How prodigious the neces- 
sary Expense of ye War. | How dos it plunge'us daily into 
Debts, & Straights, & threatens to bring us very low, & to 
make us the Scorn of ym that hate us. When I believe 
the Number of the Enemy is very considerable; & I sup- 


. pose, if we cou’d have bought ym for several 50 pounds 


a Head, we shou'd have been no small Gainers by ye 
Bargain. ’Tis lamentable yt ye Burden lies so intirely 
on this single Province. And tis still more lamenta. to 
think what little Fruit there is of all our Expense & Pains. 
What a successless Winter has it been! What wearisom 
Marches in the Wilderness, to no purpose! How has ye 
Sword returned empty; the Enemy being hid out of ye 
sight & reaches of our Forces, so yt their hands cou’d not 


perform their Enterprises! And now yt the usual Advan- 
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tages of the present Season are returned (having the Thick- 
ets to accomodate yr surprisals & Retreats) our malicious 


& unconquer’d Spoilers are come out of yr Retirements. 28am.11:5, 


The Boar out of ye Wood comes down ; the young Lions 
roar in the Desert, & the little Foxes begin to spoil ye 
Vines. There’s the noise of Archers, in the places of 
drawing Water, & They have shot at some of our Friends, 
who have fallen a Prey to their Teeth; & the Inhabitants 
of our unwalled Villages are made afraid. A cup of Trem- 
bling seems to be handing about, & there appear sad Pres- 
ages of a bloody summer. But — God avert ye omen! 
Now (as I said) we shou’d eye ye Hand of God in all yt 
is come upon us, & in all the Clouds yt are gathering over 
our Heads. And we shou'd seriously inquire into ye 
grounds of his Contending with us. Have we not reason 
aly to conclude that God is visiting our Sins upon us? 
Surely if we examine Things, we shall find yt our Iniqui- 
ties testify agt us; for our Backslidings are many. Have 
we not ground to fear yt our Host is gone forth under the 
ill Influence of guilt of an apostate & impenitent People ; 
& yt therefore God will not go forth with them? Have we 
not occasion to inquire, whether that be not ye Language 
of Divine Providence concerning us. Jer. 15: 13, 14. 
Thy Substance & thy Treasures will I give to the Spoil 
without price, & yt for all thy Sins, even in all thy Borders, 
or ytin, Josh. 7: 12, 13 : There is an accursed Thing in the 
midst of Thee, O Israel: therefore thou can'st not stand 
pefore thine Enemies, neither will I be with you any more 
except ye take away ye accursed thing from among you ; 
—and shou’d not that be our Language now, Isa. 42: 24. 
who gave Jacob for a Spoil, & Israel to ye Rovbers? Did 
not ye Lord; He against whom we have sinned? But let 
it not be complained of us, as it follows in ye next verse — 
He hath poured upon him the fury of his anger; & ye 
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Strength of Battel & it hath set him on fire round about, yet 
he knew it not ; & it burned him yet he laid it not to heart. 
O, let us not be stupid & secure under the Divine Judg- 
ments, but deeply & duly resent ym humble ourselves 
under the mighty Hand of God, search into ye Causes of 
his hot Displeasure, & apply the Means of Cure. Who 
among you (as ye Prophet speaks) will give Ear to this? 
Who will hearken & hear for ye time to come? O, yt were 
such an Heart in us?! That we might learn from our 
former & dear-bought Experience, to be wiser for ye future, 
& not provoke God to our own Confusion & utter Ruin for- 
ever! O let not God have occasion to make yt Complaint 
concern. us. Jer, 8:5, 6,7. Jer, 44: Io. Amos 4: I0, 
Tt, 02s 

Verily, it is one of ye most awful Symptoms ona People, 
when Divine Judgments are not duly resented & improved 
by ym. They yt are wise will observe these Things, & 
will regard the Works of ye Lord. But the Foolish are 
secure & little consider the end & Call of Providence in 
such Dispensations. And oh! what apparent Signs are 
there of an amazing Security among us under the Difficul- 
ties & Distresses of the p’ent War. Many (tis to be feared) 
are not at all affected herewith ; And many resent the 
Wrath & Malice of Man more than ye Anger of God. How 
little do we consider the Errand upon which ye Judgment 
comes, or hearken to the Voice of the Rod? What little 
serious Inquiry into the grounds of ye Controversy of 
Heaven with us: & how much less real endeavors to get 
ym removed by a general Repentance & Reformation! 
This Security bodes ill to us, & calls for still severer 
strokes to awaken us to Humiliation & Amendment. With- 
out which we must expect God's hand will be stretched out 
still, & his Anger be expressed in more aggravated Calam- 
itys, Or if Victory follows us, it will be but in Judgment, 
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unless we reform. Twill be only ye Posterity of Fools 
which destroys ym. 

Whereas if we truly reform & return to God, we may 
promise ourselves yt He will return to us, espouse our 
Cause, & may hope he will fight for us. If he shou’d not 
presently rid us of our Adversarys altogether, but continue 
ym for our Trial, if He shou’d not cause ym to fall before 
us, & give us desired Success, Victory & Triumph; yet as- 
suredly He will not suffer ym to consume & devour us, if 
we are not a penitent & reforming People. 

But yet we may “ope, in case of a general Repentence 
that God wou’d gird us with strength unto ye Battel, & 
subdue under us those yt have risen up against us. Be 
sure, if the I’ar be of God, we shall be victorious. This 
seems to be insinuated in our Text as ye Reason & Spring 
of ye Israelitish Success, The Enemy were deliver'd into 
their Hands, & there fell down many slain: For the War 
was of God. 

This Passage is capable of various Interpretations. A 
War may be said to be of God in several Respects. Thus 
— A War may be sd to be of God, if it havea special War. 
rant from Heaven. Such were those extraordinary Wars 
of the Israelites in their Passage thro, ye Wilderness & 
settlement in Canaan. They had Divine Sanction or Com- 
mission; & therefore wore ye Name of God, & were call’d 
ye Wars of ye Lord. Num, 21: 14, 

Moses had yt express Command. Deut. 2:24. Num. 
21:34,—31:1.° 

Joshua had like Instructions. See rst Chap. And long 
afterwards, King Saul was directed, as in 1, Sam, AG Beh 
Now go & smite Amalek, & utterly destroy all yt they 
have & spare ym not. Anda heathen King ing 
of Egypt, seems to have undertaken a War ne owe 
mand. 2 Chro. 35:21. These are emphatically ye Wars 
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of ye Lord. But again. A War may be said to be of God 
when the Sword is drawn in the Cause of God & the 
just defense of his People. In this sense, the Sword of 
Gideon was ye Sword of ye Lord. And hence they are 
said to come to ye Help of ye Lord, yt jeopard yr Lives, in 
Defense of Israel. They must be just Arms w we call ye 
Weapons of God’s Indignation. Such are said to fight ye 
Lord’s Battels (1 Sam. 18:17 —25:28). Who are en- 
gag'd in a just war against the Enemys of God, & his Peo- 
ple. It must certainly be in a good Cause, else we can not 
entitule God to ye War. If it be levy’d upon an unjust 
Fool, & unreasonable grounds ’tis a War of ye Devil, ’tis 
public Rapine & oppression, & more solemn murder. It 
proceeds from Hell & leads to it, and will be the just Doom 
of such as engage in ym to go down &c, Ezek. 32 : 27, 

Further, a War may be said to be of God when he ex- 
cites to it, when it is undertaken by ye favret Motion & 
Instrument of Heaven. God is said to call for the Sword 
& to send ye Sword when War breaks in upon a People. 
Hence we have Expressions Isa.5: 36. He will lift up an 
Ensign to ye Nation from far & will hiss unto ym from ye 
end of ye earth : & behold, they shall come with speed &c 
and Chap. 13: 3,4. I have called my mighty ones (saith 
ye Lord) for mine Anger. The Lord of Hosts mustereth 
ye host of ye Battle. Sam. the 17th we have yt threaten- 
ing — Behold I will stir up ye Medes agt you &c. 

But again, A War may be said to be of God when it is 
carry'd on under his Conduct, & by his special Providence. 
Thus in respect of ye Ishmalites in our text, the War 
was of God. He had determined yr Ruin: & yrfore pre- 
sided in ye Battel, & over-ruled all things to conspire unto yt 
End. In this sense ye War was of God, z e the War against 
them. Their Destruction was of God, as ’twas said of 
Him, 2 Chro, 22: 7. The Destruction of Ahaziah was of 
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God by coming to Joram &c. So we read Chapt. 25; 16. 
It came to pass as He talked with him, that the King 
said unto Him, Art thou made of ye Kings Counsel ? 
Forbear : why shou'dest thou be smitten ? Then ye Prophet 
forbear & said I know that God hath determined to destroy 


thee, because thou hast done this &c. It follows in v 20, 1s the Lora’s 


Amaziah would not hear : for it came of God, yt He might 
deliver ym into ye hand of yr enemies. But then as ye 
War respected the victorious Side, ye Israelites, it might 
be said to be of God, inasmuch, as He fought for ym agt 
yr Enemys, Deut. 20: 4. They fought under his Banner 
& by his side. And so the War was God’s War. ’Twas 
ye Lord yt had War with ym, (Ex.17: 16.) He himself 
came into the Field, even the Lord ingaging in battle & as 
ye Captain of yr Salvation went before ym. Here we apply 


these Scriptures 2 Chro 20: 15. Be not afraid by reason of 18am. 7:10, 18. 


ye great multitude, for ye battle is not yours but God’s. 
So 1, Sam. 17: 45, 7. Then said David to the Philistines 
&e. : 

Finally (to add only one hint further) when the War is 
managed in a way & manner agreeable to the Divine Will; 
it may be said to be a War of God. A War founded in 
good Reasons, & carried on with pure Aims & ina religious 
manner is a war of God. Tis a holy War, a God like War, 
and such was that of ye Reubenites in our Text. For they 
employed Faith and Prayer as well as used their Arms, as 
we shall observe presently. Now when a War is of God 
in all or most of these Respects it will assuredly be success_ 
ful. This (as I observ’d) is hinted in our Text, asa Reason 
& Ground of the Israelite’s Victory over yr Enemys. 
There fell down many slain; for ye War was of God. 
’Twas ys Consideration yt animated David to encounter ye 
Philistines. 1. Sam, 17: 47. The Battel is the Lords 
(says David to Goliah) & He will give you into our hands.— 
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Josh. 23: 9, 10. As for you, no man hath been able to 
stand before you unto ys Day. One man of you shall chase 
a Thousand, for ye Lord your God. He it is yt fighteth 
for you. Hezekiah argued well. 2 Chron 32: 78. So did 
Gamaliel advise Act 5: 38,9. 

USE. Now to apply this. —It stands a People in hand 
then to see to it that he War be of God, which they engage 
in at any time, as ever they expect Success, or a Blessing 
to accompany their Success. 

Were all proper Stepts taken to prevent the War & 
secure Peace? Have there been no reasonable Demands 
or Desires from ye Enemy, that have not had their due 
Consideration & regard and all rational overtures made for 
peaceable accommoda. before we openly proclaimed Hostil- 
ities according to yt old maxim—omnia prius tentanda 
quam Bello. expergundum. 

This then sho'd put us upon inquiring whether the p’sent 
War we're engaged in be of God; sucha War as God calls 
us to, & do’s approve of. Is it a just & necessary War; 
warranted by allowable Reasons? Is it the Sword of ye 
Lord yt we have drawn? Is it a good & righteous Cause 
we are imbark’d in? Isit the Cause of God, which has 
call’d forth our Armies ? even to secure our invaded Rights, 
to deliver injur’d People & prevent the designs of a Cruel 
Enemy? Can we say to the French [Indians], as Jeptha 
s'd to ye King of ye Ammonites. Have I sinned against 
Thee, But Thou dost me wrong to war against me. Judg. 
11: 27. Ifsothen we may safely take up his words yt 
follow. Zhe Lord the Fudge, be Fudge this day the Children 
of Israel & ye Children of Ammon, And we may hope 
that God will be on our side. Otherwise we cannot reasona. 
hope it, we can’t safely appeal to ye L’d of Hosts, & all ye 
purchasers of ye most prosperous Army will prove one 
magna atrocinia . . . [illegible] yt arms ym. 
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But further we shou’d inquire what Management & Con- 
duct ye War has been & is under. I might have said — 
First, whether this War was entered into with all due 
Solemnity & upon regular views. Whether there has been a 
due & vigorous Application of proper Means; Wise Measures 


concerted at home: Sutable Instruments sought out & sent . 


abroad to contend with ve Enemy, & such employ’d in the 
Service, as are Men learning God & Men of Skill, Conduct 
& Courage ; such as are like to have the presence of God 
with them, being ymselves near & dear to him. Unto 
these Inquirys we may add another of zo little im- 
portance, viz, What is ye Mame of ye People, in general, 
what our Temper & our Conduct under the hand of God, 
in ye day of War & Rebuke? Is ye Body of y® People 
tighly Spirited & Carriaged as becomes such a critical time 
as this? May we not style it a /o/y War we are engagd 
in, in respect of the holy & religious Frame & Manner in 
W’° it is présented ? 

These Things ought to be inquir’d into. They are so 
many desirable Tokens for God, & auspicious Indications 
— that God himself is a Party with us, yt ye War is of God, 


that ye Battel is not ours but ye Lords. Whereas if these 


Symptoms cannot be found upon us, War is not of God yt 
we are embroil’d in & we cannot expect yt God will fight 
our Battels for us, but rather appear in Arms of Vengence 
agt us. Andalas! May I not complain yt several of those 
Signs do appear to such as observe & discern the Times? 


Yet I hope there are such Symptoms to be seen (alas yt 
they are so few) as afford Encouragement still to be waiting 
on God, who hides himself from Jacob, & to be looking for 


his Salvation, 
the present Expedition bounded on Reasons yt are good, 


I cannot but think ye Cause is good — and 


—and there appears much of a good Spirit in our Officers 
& Soldiers gone out agt ye Enemy, and there seems to be 
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much of a Sp: of Faith & Prayer am'g many yt carry yr 
stuff, O, yt these hopeful Signs were multiply’d & in- 
creasd, yt we might have better Grounds of Hope! There 
O yt they 
may be duly employ’d, yt we may obtain Help of God! 

But this leads me to ye last Observation, which I must 
be very brief upon, having detained you so long upon ye 


is Room, as well as Need for Faith & Prayer. 


preceeding Ob". 

V. Observe the AZethods, w° ye Israelites took to obtain 
Help of God, & yt their Success was an Answer of Prayer. 
They Trusted in God, they imprecated ye Lord. 

They seem to have been hard put to it in Battle. Matters 
seem to have been reduced to a difficult Crisis, and in yr 
distress they encouraged ym selves in ye Lord, they made 
God yr Refuge, They cry’d to God in ye Battle & He was 
intreated of them; for they that put yr Trust in him. Vid. my 
Ser. on 2 Chro, 20, 7 p 23, 24. Prayer, Psal. 44: 4, 5, 6, 7. 

Note. Faith & Prayer are ye Ch’h’s Weapons, their 
chief, tho. not only Weapons. 

These are two pieces of spir, Armour, without wall other 
Artillery will be insignif : 

They have both a natural & a moral Efficacy to Success, 

The Exercise of Faith & Prayer is ye best Policy in a 
time of War. 

God has many times given signal success to this People, 
in Answer to ye Prayer of Faith. 

But I must only hint these Things. 

Hence true Piety is the best, thé not only, Qualifica — of 
a good Soldier. They who are good Soldiers of J. X. are 
like to be ye most success: warriors. 

Again, Hence we may learn to what the Unsuccessfuln: 
of our Soldiery is in a great measure to be imputed even 
to the want of Faith & Prayer, both in those yt go forth to 
war, & to those yt carry by ye stuff 
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Finally, we see yn what Methods are to be taken in order 
to Success in the Present War. 

Both ye Soldiers in ye Camp, & ye People at home, must 
bein ye Exercise of Faith & Prayer. 

It is a cloudy Day with us. But I. & P. will scatter ye duds. 10:10 i 
Clouds, & procure Prosperity to our attempts agt a cruel & 2¢h 
faithless Enemy. 

Let us then put our Trust in ye L". & intreat his favour. 
Some very; tru: Chariots. But let us remem. ye names of 
ye L our God, & let us see in his face. As we have ye 
Exhorta: Amos 5: 4-9, 14, 15. Joel 2: 15-21. 

VI. In a Time of Battel & War when God designs Pesal.4o:9. 
Salva: & Success to his People, he usually Stirs up the 
Spirit of Prayer among them. Thus in ye Case before us, 

God stirred up ye Israelites to cry unto him in ye Battle & 
to put yr Zrust in Him, & to éztreat his Help. So in An- 
Other Case. 2, Chro: 20: 3, 4. we are told how Jehosa- 
phat and dll his People betook ymsel: to their Prayers, 
with Fast & Humiliation, when going out agt yr Enemies, 

When God intends any eminent : Deliver: & Victory, for 
his Peo: he usually pours out ye Spirit of Grace, & Sup. 
upon ym, and when he do’s so, when he stirs up a Sp: of 
Prayer in ye Host goi: forth to Battel, and in ye Peo: tar- 
tying by ye Stuff it affords a hopef: Omen of Success & 


Victory. 

[Vide my. Sermon on 2 Chro 29: 9, page 26 (bottom) to 
30.] 

In the case of ye present Expedition, I think we may 
take Encourag’t to hope for Success, from this happy Cir- 
cumstance (among others both natural & moral), that many 
devout Soldiers are gone out on ys Occasion, who are gone 
forth in ye name of ye Lord of Hosts, Men of Prayer & 
Faith toward God, and who may hope for a grac. Answer 
to their Prayer of Faith, and I hope many thro out ye Land 
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‘are bearing their Brethren upon their Hearts, with ferv’ 


Prayer & Faith towards ye Lord our God. 

Let us all be this Day particularly carrying ye Case be- 
fore us to ye Throne of Grace and intreat ye Lord in behalf 
of our Brethren, ye Host gone out agt ye Enemy. 

It is God yt giveth his Peo. Salva. & Victory in ye day of 
Battle & oftentimes (if not usually) accord’g to yr Faith, so 
is ye Event. 

[Ser. on 2 Chron, 20: 15, page 15, 16, 17. Salvation is 
of ye Lord. 

Conclusion [vid Ser. on Psal 118: 6, and page 37; 38.] 

Considering War as a Calamity, we sh’d humble &c. 
Psal 60: 9-12. id tm 


